THE     GODS     DEPART

theatre.   All sprang to their feet, gesticulating, and
shouting for death.

" I feared the experiment would be useless," Dio-
cletian said, regretfully. " The obstinacy of super-
stition surpasses reason. The offence is a crime
against the Mars of Rome. Those two men are
centurions who threw down their arms refusing to
fight for the Empire's safety. The youth refused the
military oath because his superstition commanded its
followers not to bind themselves by swearing nor to
resist evil. The woman has been added for propa-
gating the same treason against the State."

Amid the storm of clamour, Julianus could hardly
hear the words. His eyes were fixed on the heavy
barrier of the opposite gate. It was raised. Two
young lions and a leopard bounded upon the sand,
and then stood still, bewildered by the light and noise.
The two lions stooped to sniff the corpses still stretched
in uncouth attitudes upon the scene of death. But the
leopard, fixing his eyes upon the woman, cautiously
advanced and crouched down for the spring. In-
stantly the youth snatched a bloody sword from the
hand of a dead legionary and plunged it into the
woman's body, low between her breasts. With a cry
she fell. At the sight of the spouting blood the leopard
sprang, tore open her garment with one scratch of his
claws, fastened his teeth in her side and with half-
closed eyes drank in ecstasy. Absorbed in the
pleasure, he was an easy prey. With the dripping
sword the youth struck once more, and the wild beast
rolled over dead beside the naked form.

The spectators rocked with laughter. They yelled
the obscenities common to mankind. They shouted
admiration, too. Some called upon Diocletian to
pardon the youth.
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